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Dear Parents,
Letter to Parents

With the rapid development of technology and the popularization of smart devices, the
new generation is more tech-savvy than ever before. Taking advantage of the fact that
teenagers love online games and online dating, some sexual offenders use scattergun
approach to spread messages on dating apps, social media platforms or online game chat
rooms. Once positive response has been received from the immature children, they seize
the opportunity to establish a trust relationship through various means to groom children
for sexual exploitation and intimidate them into silence.

In the first half of the year, there were 215 cases of naked chat blackmail involving
student victims, with the youngest being just 11 years old. Offenders often gain children's
trust through false pretenses, gradually luring them into their traps. For instance, they may
feign concern for the children’s situation to learn about their interest so that they can cater
to their desires, give gifts to win favor, or repeatedly send their own photos in order to solicit
pictures from the children. Recently, a 13-year-old girl met a male friend online through
social media platform. After a few rounds of online chats, he eventually built a trusting
relationship with the girl under the guise of sharing study tips. He later claimed that he could
offer her tutoring and arranged a meeting, upon which he took her to a hotel and attempted
to rape her. Fortunately, the girl managed to inform her mother in time, preventing a tragedy.

Child sexual grooming not only inflicts severe harm but can also negatively impact
children's social skills, mental development, and family relationships. Such
experiences can distort children's worldview and undermine their right to a happy upbringing.
To protect children from sexual grooming, consider the following tips:

B Remind children not to expose themselves in front of the camera or send explicit
photos;

B Communicate openly with your children to help them understand healthy gender
relationships;

B Stay informed about your children's online activities to identify any concerning
situations; and

B Seek assistance from school, social worker or relevant authorities if you suspect
your child is being groomed.

The widespread use of the internet comes with different hidden dangers, while none of
us can escape from the associated pitfalls. We should take preventative measures to stop
grooming at its inception, creating a safe and nurturing environment for children. For more
information, please visit the Cyber Defender website (https://CyberDefender.hk).
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